The Downtown Initiative for the Visual Arts (DIVA) presents a blockbuster exhibit
on architecture, Architects as Artists, in five of our galleries. The exhibit features
Robert Harvey Oshatz, architect, from Portland, and consists of models,
photographs, floor plans, drawings, and video of his work. The exhibit runs from
January 10" through March 1%, 2008.

Mr. Oshatz began working in the architectural field in high school, and studied
under Frank Lloyd Wright, Jr. while receiving a Bachelor of Architecture degree from
Arizona State University. In 1971, Mr. Oshatz established the firm of Robert Harvey
Oshatz, Architect. Robert Harvey Oshatz, Architect has designed and built
numerous commercial and residential projects over the past twenty plus years.

Mr. Oshatz says, "An architect is an artist, creator, logician of evolving aesthetic
structures; a designer of not only the visual but the internal space. Except for the
basic elements of design composition, dominance, transition, and identity; I stay
away from design theories. Design theories tend to outshine their author's
performance, becoming limiting concepts, prejudicing the mind while tying one's
hands behind one's back. Without architectural theories, the process of designing a
structure remains in its purest form, simply solving a given problem.

An opportunity exists within every design to develop a unique solution. It is only a
question of how much of an artist we architects choose to be. Every design project
has an infinite number of ideas that can be used to come to a solution. I explore
ideas and then develop what I think is the most appropriate solution at the time.
The next project will have its own problems to be solved and a whole set of new
ideas to explore. I think my viewpoint is shared by many architects who came out
of the American organic movement in the tradition of Louis Sullivan, Frank Lloyd
Wright and Bruce Goff.



For me the culture and physical environment that I build within is the source of the
project's poetic sense. Every site has its own character, the challenge is to capture
that character and translate its spirit into architectural poetry. Instead of style, the
architecture should strive for a natural simplicity, through the understanding of the
essence of a client's cultural relationship with nature.”
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